
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Unit Title: Non-Fiction:  Thoughtful Consumption of Print 
 
Unit Designers: Laurie DeRaspe, Heather Wilmot, Carie Weymouth 
 
Level(s): Grade 7 

 
Time Span: 16-18 weeks 

 
Content Area: 
 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  
English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 
 
Summary of Unit:   
In this integrated reading and writing unit, students will build on their knowledge of the basic elements and 
structures of nonfiction. With guidance, students elevate their level of thinking through in-depth analysis and 
synthesis of trade books, content area textbooks, newspaper articles, informational brochures, essays, magazine 
articles, and online material to attain new levels of meaning. The students will analyze, synthesize, and criticize the 
text to engage in the highest form of comprehension becoming thoughtful consumers of print. To shape their 
thinking and response, students will question the text and analyze their discoveries to satisfy their inquiry. Their 
questions will help focus and give direction to their search for answers. Through investigations, students will 
understand the value of questions and their role in learning.  
 
Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 
A. Reading  
A.1. Interconnected Elements: Students read and make generalizations from texts, within a grade 
appropriate span of text complexity, by applying their knowledge and strategies of comprehension, 
vocabulary, alphabetics, and fluency.  
 
A.3. Informational Texts:  Students read various informational texts, within a grade appropriate span of 
text complexity, making decisions about usefulness based on purpose, noting how the text structures 
affect the information presented.  
 
A.4.  Persuasive Texts: Students evaluate the information in persuasive texts, within a grade appropriate 
span of text complexity, noting how the text structures and rhetorical devices and affect the information 
and arguments presented in these texts.  
 
B. Writing  
B.1. Interconnected Elements:  Students use a writing process to communicate for a variety of 
audiences and purposes.  
 
B.3. Argument/Analysis Expository:  Students write academic essays that state a clear position, 
supporting the position with relevant evidence.  
 
B.4.  Persuasive Expository: Students write persuasive essays addressed to a specific audience for a 
particular purpose.  
 
B.5.  Practical Application:  Students write documents related to career development and simple 
business letters and job applications.  
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C. Research  
C.1.  Research:  Students propose and revise research questions, collect information from a wide variety 
of primary and/or secondary sources and follow the conventions of documentation to communicate 
findings.  
 
E. Listening and Speaking 
E.2. Speaking:  Students adjust speaking strategies for formal and informal discussions, debates, or 
presentations appropriate to the audience and purpose. 
 
F. Media  
F.1. Analysis of Media Students identify the various purposes, techniques and/or effects used to 
communicate auditory, visual and written information found in different forms of media. 
 
Key Pre-Requisites: 
 Knowledge: 
 Students should have knowledge of: 

 Headings 
 Captions 
 Titles 
 Graphics 
 Background understanding of fiction vs. nonfiction 
 Knowledge of plagiarism 

 
 Skills: 
 ability to write basic constructed responses 
 ability to activate background knowledge to make inferences 
 how to find factual information 
 able to identify fact from fiction 

  
Enduring Understandings: 
The written word can communicate information and understanding in different ways for different 
purposes. 
Inquiry helps us explore essential questions and develop deeper understanding of the content areas 

 
Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 
How can I use the structure of expository text to make the reading accessible? 
How can I use the structure of expository text to help me find the answers to my questions? 
What do I want to know more about? 
How can I communicate information to others? 

 
Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 
 Knowledge: 
 Students will know that biographies have many of the characteristics of fiction.  
 Students will know text structure and organizational aids. 

Organizational Aids 
 Table of Contents 

Students will use the table of contents to locate information. 
Students will create a table of contents for information. 
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 Glossary 
Students will be able to use the glossary to locate information. 
Students will be able to use the glossary as a convenient way to look up unfamiliar words 
in the text.  
 



 Index 
Students will utilize the index to locate information on a specific page.  

 Appendix 
Students will use an appendix to locate information to support or expand a topic.  

 Preface (forward/introduction) 
Students will use the preface as a preview to the text and to determine the author’s 
purpose.  

 Pronunciation Guide 
Students will use the pronunciation guide as a tool for decoding unknown words.  
 

Structure 
 Temporal Sequence (first, second, before, after, finally, then, next, earlier, later, last) 

The student recognizes the logical and sequential order in a text. 
The student understands the importance of logical and sequential order in a text. 
The student uses temporal sequence strategies to better understand the text.  
The student uses temporal structure in their writing. 

 Description (the use of description details and descriptive adjectives)  
  The student recognizes description patterns in text.  

  The student understands the importance of description patterns in text.  

  The student uses the structure of description to better understand the text. 

The student uses the structure of description in their writing.  
 Cause & Effect (because, since, thus, so that, if…, then, therefore, nevertheless, due to, this left 

to, as a result, then…, so, for this reason, on account of, consequently) 
The student recognizes cause and effect patterns in text. 
The student understands the importance of cause and effect in text. 
The student uses cause and effect strategies to identify similarities and differences in text. 
The student uses cause and effect organizational patterns in their writing.   

 Compare & Contrast (while, yet, but, rather, most, either, like, unlike, same, as, oppose to, as 
well as, likewise, on the other hand, although, the same, similarly, opposites) 

The student recognizes compare and contrast patterns in text. 
The student understands the importance of compare and contrast in text. 
The student uses compare and contrast strategies to identify similarities and differences in 
text. 
The student uses compare and contrast organizational patterns in their writing. 

 Problem & Solution (propose, conclude, a solution, the problem or the question, research shows, 
the evidence is, a reason for. 

  The student recognizes proposition and support patterns in text.  

  The student understands the importance of proposition and support patterns in text.  

  The student uses the problem and solution structure to better understand the text. 

  The student uses the problem and solution structure in their writing.  

 Skills: 
 able to use the structure of these texts to make them more accessible 
 paraphrase or summarize key ideas and/or major events sequenced as appropriate to text 
 describe and evaluate text of visual and non-visual media 
 support logical predictions 
 present information purposefully and succinctly 
 defend logically either side of an argument 
 preview material to set a purpose for reading 
 draw conclusions and defend them with evidence from the text 
 search through extended pieces and determine relevant information 
 able to take succinct notes legally and ethically 
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 able to identify key words that help determine organizational patterns 



 
How will students provide evidence of their understandings?  
Wax Museum (A1) (B1) (E2) 
Persuasive pieces  (B4) (B5) 
Constructed Responses (B1)  (B3) 
Extended Responses (B1)  (B3)  
Guided Reading with questions (A3)  (A4) 
Research (C1) 
Newspaper Layout/Feature Article (B1b  (C1)  (F1) 
 
Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  
Group discussions 
Reader’s notebook 
Vocabulary exercises 
Journaling 
Letter Writing 
Timeline 
Text Feature Scavenger Hunt 
Procedural Writing 
Persuasive Writing 
Venn Diagram 
Anticipation Guide 
Concept Circles 
Cooperative Learning Activities 
Think-Pair-Shares 
Exit Tickets 
Think Alouds 
Book Talks 
Interviews 
 
Provisions for Extending Learning: 
Autobiographical Alphabet book 
Quilt Square 
Publish writing on the Internet (via blogs/Wiki pages, etc) 
 
How will technology be used to increase student achievement?  
Digital Texts 
imovie/PowerPoint presentations 
Noteshare 
Audio Listening Centers 
Blog/Wiki pages 
Portaportal websites 
Presentations 
Word Processing  
Internet as research tool 
 
Instructional Resources: 
-Strategies That Work by Harvey and Goudvis 
-More (Advanced) Lessons in Comprehension by Serafini and Youngs 
-Lessons in Comprehension by Serafini 
-Comprehension Strategies & Skills -Teachers Guide (Level 5) (Secondary Level) 
-Guided Reading in Grades 3-6 Everything -You Need to Make Small-Group Reading Instruction Work in 
your Classroom (Schulman)  
-Prentice Hall Literature Text 
-Graphic organizers 
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-Other Textbooks (Social Studies/Science) 



-A Picture Book of Christopher Columbus (Adler)  
-A Picture Book of Sacagawea (Adler)  
-Bessie Coleman (Brager) 
-The Chicago Fire (Gutner) 
Coming to America, A Muslim’s Family’s Story 
-Earthquake! A Story of Old San Francisco (Kudlinski)  
-Eureka! It’s Television (Bendick) 
-Harriet Tubman (Sullivan) 
-I Have a Dream 
-Immigrant Kids  
-In the Line of Fire: Eight Woman War Spies (Sullivan) 
-Langston Hughes, American Poet 
-Three Minutes Speech: Lincoln’s Remarks at Gettysburg 
-Eleanor (Cooney) 
-George Washington’s Teeth (Comora) 
-The Girl who Struck Out Babe Ruth (Parnell) 
-Walt Whitman: Words for America (Kerley) 
-Eleanor Roosevelt (Freedman) 
-Invincible Louisa (Meigs) 
-Caught by the Sea: My life on boats (Paulson)  
-Anne Frank, Beyond the Diary (Van Der Rol) 
-Walk Whitman (Reef)  
-Escape! The Story of Houdini (Fleischman)  
-The Greatest: Muhammad Ali (Meyers) 
-Narrative of the Life of Frederick -Douglass, An American Slave (Douglass)  
-Pride of Puerto Rico: The Life of Roberto  
Clemente (Walker) 

Common Language 
Autobiography – An account of the life of an individual written by the subject, classified as non-fiction. 
 
Bias—A highly personal judgment 
 
Biography – An account of the life of an individual, classified as non-fiction or informational text.  
 
Cause/Effect – A text or response to reading text, which provides explanations or reasons for phenomena. 
 
Cite – To quote as an example. 
 
Citation – A direct quote from the text, as opposed to a generalization summary or statement; an acknowledgement 
and documentation of sources of information.  
 
Comparison/Contrast – A text or response to reading text that identifies how information presented has similar or 
different characteristics or qualities.  
 
Decode – The ability to translate a word from print to speech, usually by employing knowledge of sound-symbol 
correspondence.  
 
Informational Text—A text that provides facts, ideas, and principles that are related to the physical, biological, or 
social world; classified as non-fiction text.  
 
Paraphrase – Restate text or passage mostly in other (or in own) words. 
 
Text Structure – The way information is organized and presented. (For example: Fiction texts are biographies 
generally use a narrative structure and are meant to read from beginning to end; nonfiction or informational texts are 
organized by topics or into sections, using text features such as headings, bold print, transitional words/phrases, etc. 
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Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 
performance/product. 

 
Feature Article 
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